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The sleepy, eastern Washington wheat town of Antioch has become a gateway for the

supernaturalâ€”from sightings of angels and a weeping crucifix to a self-proclaimed prophet with an

astounding message. The national media and the curious all flock to the little townâ€”a great boon

for local business but not for Travis Jordan. The burned-out former pastor has been trying to hide

his past in Antioch. Now the whole world is headed to his backyard to find the Messiah, and in the

process, every spiritual assumption he has ever held will be challenged. The startling secret behind

this visitation ultimately pushes one man into a supernatural confrontation that has eternal

consequences.
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First, for all you fans of Frank Peretti, you need to know that this book is not quite like his other

works.I've noticed that many people have given this a less than five-star rating because they feel

that this does not meet the par set by Peretti's other books. I hope I can try to explain why that may

be.This book tells about a small community to which a self-proclaimed messiah shows up. This

book is not in the same vein as his "This Present Darkness/Piercing the Darkness" duo or "The

Oath." I submit that it is just as good--just different.The people who will appreciate this book the

most are those who grew up in, or have had extensive experience with, pentecostal/charismatic

churches--especially those in small towns. This prerequisite fits me well--I grew up in the

Assemblies of God (still a member) and always attended small-to-tiny churches as a child. In this



book, Peretti captures that setting perfectly.While some others have criticized this book as being

overly critical of specific denominations, I must say that this is not what I take from the book at all. In

this book, Peretti (in my view) primarily criticizes the ease with which most Christians are

manipulated by apparent spirituality. So often many of us have seen an entire congregation agree

with one evangelist unanimously, only to also agree with another evangelist a week later--never

mind that the positions taken by the two "evangelists" are polar opposites. This book portrays that

problem well--not so much in the example I just gave, but in the general sense that people are

willing to accept everything that appears to be holy as holy. We were never given such a command

by God, nor admonished to do so by the apostles.
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